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RP Foundation and Schiilen fiir Nepal presents
Nepal Vocational Academy, Panauti

Job guaranteed Courses in affiliation with CTEVT:
Mason « Carpenter « Stone Layer Mason « Metal Casting
Also offered Beautician & Tailoring Course

Nepal Vocational Academy, Panauti
Yalachen-7, Kavre, Nepal, Ph: 011 441276
Email: nvapanauti@gmail.com, Website: www.nvapanauti.com.np
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Editorial

What to take; what to give

Art, culture and heritage are the pride of every
society and nation. Based on its art, culture, and
the antiquity of its heritage, a society will be
judged as dazzling or dull, as powerful or poor.
The achievements of the former Malla kings and
of the Rana rulers during their regime in Nepal are
now evaluated through the lens of the culture, art
and architecture they left for future generations.
It’s natural for people to form their opinion of
previous rulers based on their visual legacy more
than on their politics or ideas; people respond to
what they see around them, that endures to this
day. Thus, art and culture stand on a very different
platform of understanding that is greater than any
political framework or ideology.

When we are caught up in political ideology, we
always ask, “what has my country and my society
given to me?” But we should rather ask ourselves
the question, “what have I given to my country,
and to my society?” The RP Foundation was
established with this spirit of service to country
and society. Now that it has been working for over
a decade, it is time to contemplate what the RP
Foundation stands for, what it has accomplished
thus far and what it plans for the future. On this
occasion, in order to document the social benefit
work and future service plans of the foundation, we
have initiatedNamunaGhar, a bi-annual magazine
publication. The magazine will not be limited to
the activities of the foundation, but will include
special issues on arts, culture and the heritage of
the whole nation. It will be published every first
month of English year (January) and every first
month of the Nepali year (Baisakh).

Various ministries, departments, government
bodies at the national level were established to
protect our arts, culture and heritage and their
glorious history. Their contributions have surely
been important. Anyone can inquire on the
projects and future plans of organizations like
The National Archives, Museums, Department of
Archaeology, and Guthi Sansthan which receive
their funding and authority from the national
government. Namuna Ghar will be researching
and reporting on these matters of public concern.
After the big earthquake that hit Nepal few years
back, public interest has risen like never before
for the damaged heritages and structures of
archaeological value. News about Ranipokhari,
Dharahara or Hanumandhoka in Kathmandu have
become the most read and most searched items.
But as such concerns are rising, we must waste no
time investigating our forts, antique royal palaces
and temples,and our historical heritage sites, from
Chainpur to Bandipur. None of us can afford to
simply wait and watch passively, pondering what
the nation and society has given to us. In order to
preserve our civilization, our heritage and culture,
we must rise and make efforts from our own side
however humble. It is more meaningful to move
ahead questioning one’s own self, not on what we
got from the society and nation, but instead on
what have we been able to offer.

In this inaugural volume of Namuna Ghar we
have wished to share this same wisdom of ‘giving

B

something rather than taking’.

Thanking You,

Rabindra Puri, January 2020
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My Journey

Already from childhood I was intensely interested
in art and architecture. When I finished school I
wanted to study fine arts but my father convinced
me to study law. Fortunately I could also study
fine arts simultaneously. My ambition, curiosity,
and hard work helped me to complete four
bachelor degrees; in Law, Fine Arts, History and
Management by 1993. After the death of my father
I needed to work to support myself and my family.
Luckily I got the chance to work in the restoration
of Patan Museum where I learned a lot about
Nepali Architecture. In 1993 I went to Germany
to do further study in sculpture. After completing
a semester, | decided to do a Master’s Degree in
Development Policy. I was able to complete this
study with distinction which paved the way for me
to join the GTZ (German Technical Cooperation).
I worked happily for them in the beginning but
slowly started to realize that actually I was born
to conserve. My heart always wept when beautiful

old houses were pulled down mercilessly and
took an ugly concrete shape. It was not that easy
to leave a very well paid job and start something
which did not have any perceivable future. But
still I decided to listen to the voice of my heart.
I resigned and started to do restoration. In the
beginning everyone thought I had gone mad.
Thank God, already my first work became the talk
of the town and even the Bhaktapur Municipality
declared it the “Model House”. In 2004 I had the
honour to be the first Nepali awarded with the
Asia Pacific Cultural Heritage Award, Honorable
Mention, which encouraged me as well as others,
very much. My hobby became my profession. I
started to restore old houses and build new ones
in traditional style. After completing more than 70
projects, I now have a few ambitious dreams. To
fulfill these dreams I founded the Rabindra Puri
Foundation for Conservation(2010).
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Nepal Initiative
Schongaue.V.
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Wicderaufbau Bhaktap,

Schiilen fiir Nepal e.V. Germany
Email: rainer.brust@gmx.de
www.schuen-fuer-nepal.org

Mr. Rainer Brust (President)

Dr. Hans Joachim Schneider

Schiilerhilfe fiir Nepal e.V. Germany
Email: bahr.oberammergau@t-online.de
www.schuelerhilfe-nepal.de

Mr. Jorg Bahr (President)

Nepal Initiative Schongau e.V. Germany
Email: sr@nepal-initiative.de
www.nepal-initiative.de

Mr. Wolfgang Ott. (President)

Ausserfern Frauenhaus, Austria
Mrs. Ulrike Jaeger & Mrs. Hannalore Gnadlinger

Nepal und Wir e.V., Germany

Email: info@nepal-und-wir.de

www.nepal-und-wir.de

Mr. Martin Linden, Mr. Andreas Manjowk,

Mrs. Andrea Fleifigarten & Mr. Markus Laudenberg

Wiederaufbau Bhaktapur e.V. Germany
Email: info@wiederaufbau-bhaktapur.de
www.wiederaufbau-bhaktapur.de

Mr. Martin Kohl (President)
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Mr. Rainer Brust
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Dr. Hans Joachim Schneider

Berlin, Germany

Mr. Jorg Bahr

Oberammergau, Germany

Supporting Rotary Clubs

RC Bhaktapur © RC Panauti * RC Gananoque, Canada
RC Kingston, Canada * RC Castiglione (France)

Rotary Clubs of Germany

RC Murnau-Oberammergau * RC Bad Woerishofen

RC Erding * RC Dorfen « RC Oberstaufen-Lmmenstadt
RC Rotenburg-Wiimmetal * RC Mainz 50° N

RC Schwaebisch Hall « RC Kuenzelsau - Oehringen

RC Guenzburg « RC Penzberg

RC Muenchen Englischer Garten « RC Freising

RC Muenchen - Flughafen « RC Schrobenhausen - Aichach
RC Emmen - Schweiz * RC Landshut Trausnitz

RC Mainz 50° N « RC Dorfen © RC RotenburgWiimmeland
RC RotenburgWiimme © RC Oberstaufen - Immenstadt

RC Biberach

Nagpokhari -10, Bhaktapur, Tel: 01 6613197, Fax: 977-1-6618671
Email: namuna.ghar@gmail.com, www.rpfoundation.com.np

g Rabindra Puri Foundation for Conservation
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GruBwort an die Rabindra
Puri Stiftung zum
zehnjahrigen Bestehen

The Rabindra Puri Foundation is built on
courage, perseverance and a whole mountain
of kindness. There was the courage to confront
the loss of architectural and artistic heritage.
The perseverance in difficult times, when
pursuing ones efforts to retrieve, rebuild and
restore seemed madness. Finally, a kindness
which assembled an ever growing circle
of friends and supporters, never forgetting
those in need. The Foundation is built on the
courage, the perseverance and the kindness of
one man, but also of his family, his colleagues,
employees and partners and supporters. The
Rabindra Puri Foundation has become an
extended family.

For the German ambassador to Nepal, it is a
privilege to be associated with such courage,
perseverence and kindness. The German-
Nepali friendship benefits so much from the
indefatigable work carried out by Rabindra,
his family and friends. It is an honour to be
considered part of the family, a friend.
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Looking to the future, I trust in the spirit of
entrepreneurship which has guided Rabindra
Puri and his team over the past years. The
number of projects has grown, and their
character has diversified - without ever
loosing the focus on exactly what an artist and
architect can achieve. In a way, we are also
celebrating a socially responsible enterprise.
I believe in the industrial development of the
new Nepal,and I am convinced that vocational
training, supported by real entrepreneurs,
will be the key to revolutionizing the Nepali
industry and linking it to the world’s leading
economies, with decent and well paid jobs. At
the foundation’s tenth anniversary, I am sure
we can be looking forward to another decade
of productive work.

Roland Schiifer

Ambassador, German Embassy, Kathmandu



Foreword

I am delighted to write this greeting for the
special issue of Namuna Ghar, not only
because Rabindra Puri has been a faithful
friend and colleague for many years, but
also because we at UNESCO believe that
development can only be sustainable if
it embraces a strong cultural component.
Culture’s diverse manifestations — from our
cherished historic monuments to traditional
practices and contemporary art — are our
cultural identity and enrich our everyday lives
in countless ways.

The Namuna Ghar in Bhaktapur reminds
the glorious medieval art, architecture and
history of Nepal. It was the recipient of
the prestigious UNESCO Heritage Award
in 2004. Its restoration hasinspired many
Nepalese to value their cultural heritage and
preserve and promote it.

The RP Foundation, established by Rabindra
Puri in 2010,in its fruitful career has
constructed and renovated 15 schools in
Kavre, Bhaktapur, Ramechhap,Gorkha and
Nawalparasi. I commend the Foundation’s
initiative in establishing Nepal Vocational

Academy in Bhaktapur and Panauti, as well
as Rangeen Home for needy children, elderly
citizen and differently abled.

Ultimately, all their work is directed towards
changing lives through cultural conservation,
driving for better educational opportunities
for community children, and thus alleviating
poverty.

I am confident, that this special issue of
Namuna Ghar will provide an effective
learning experience and resources for Nepali
dedicated to promoting and preserving their
cultural heritage, and ultimately, contributing
to the advancement of the country’s
development.

Christian Manhart
UNESCO Representative to Nepal
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Greetings

Greetings to the Rabindra Puri Foundation on
the celebration of its 10th anniversary

The name Rabindra Puri was familiar to us
long before we came to Nepal. Friends in
Germany had told us of the commitment of
Rabindra Puri and his Foundation to preserve
Nepalese culture and architecture.

Shortly after our arrival in Nepal, my
predecessor introduced us to Rabindra, and for
the first time we heard him say with a smile,
“Man darf trdumen, oder?” (I can dream,
can’t 17). And I was surprised, not only by
the dimensions of his dreams, but also by his
impressive ability to make his dreams reality.
And as many others also appreciated Rabindra
Puri and his work, more and more friends and
supporters helped bring more and more of his
dreams to life.

Some of these fulfilled dreams have made an
important contribution to the development of
the fascinating World Heritage site Bhaktapur.
The achievements of the Rabindra Puri
Foundation and its friends and supporters,
however, go far beyond cultural preservation.
Two vocational schools, for example, are
teaching many Nepali young people traditional
craft skills that will enable them to earn their
living. Numerous school children were able
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to continue their lessons after the earthquake
in much better purpose-built schools.
Disadvantaged children, single women and
elderly people are part of a large family in a
beautiful new home.

I like to think that the origins of this
impressive private commitment may also
be based partly on the successes of German
development cooperation, which already
supported Bhaktapur in the mid-1970s. Did
the commitment of my former GTZ (now GIZ)
colleagues to make the people in Bhaktapur
more aware of the outstanding beauty of their
architecture, to revive the necessary craft skills
and to advance contemporary urban planning
perhaps prepare the ground for dreams to
flourish? Was public German support an
impetus for private involvement? Rabindra Puri
and a few of his friends and supporters were
part of both and know that both are important.
In the meantime, I have been privileged to hear
of many more dreams, and I look forward to
watching their realization as well.

Congratulations!

Dr. Elke Forster

Country Director Nepal, Gesellschaft fiir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ)



Best Wishes

I have personally known Rabindra for the
past three years when we met during official
events but more importantly when he invited
me and my wife plus other expatriates as his
guests for Tihar in the model house that he has
been able to restore from an old chicken farm
in Baktapur. This is an example of how to
restore and maintain old cultural architecture
(in this case Newari style) in the country of
Nepal. More important I was impressed with
his drive and enthusiasm to restore and build
new houses while maintaining the traditional
architecture, instead of modern concrete
building thereby safeguarding the beauty of
villages and towns. I was not even aware of
his foundation which I came to know when
we visited the different activities he has been
able to undertake with funding from himself
and other foreign donors (foundations and
individuals).

Talking to Rabindra about the background
and looking at everything he has been able to
achieve with the foundation during the past
ten years is very impressive indeed. From
homes for vulnerable children to setting up
vocational skills training centres, to setting up
schools in the traditional architecture of the
region. Let’s not forget his efforts to return
old art that has disappeared during the last
decades. It is really impressive and Rabindra
keeps on dreaming on what could be next and
future projects to assist the people in Nepal
while safeguarding the culture.

I would like to congratulate Rabindra and his
team for the tremendous achievements during
the past ten years and wish him all the luck
and best in the next ten years. Please do not
stop making your dreams reality!!!

Peter Newsum
Country Director
Nepal & Bhutan, SNV
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Herzlichen Gliickwunsch an
Rabindra Puri und zum 10.
Jahrestag der RP Foundation

Im Jahr 2002 kreuzten sich unsere Wege
in Bremen. FEine Ausstellung von vier
nepalesischen Kiinstlern mit dem Motto
“Kunst und Toleranz”.  Rabindra Puri
Organisator und Kiinstler mit seinen
Bronzefiguren einer Steinbildhauerin und
zwei Holzbildhauern.

Vor seiner Riickkehr nach Nepal, lud Rabindra
mich zu seiner Hochzeit nach Bhaktapur ein.
So kam ich 2003 das erste mal nach Nepal.
Alles ungewohnt und eine Hochzeitsfeier
tiber 5 Tage. Einfach toll.

Danach nahm sich Rabindra Zeit, und fuhr
mit mir aufs Land um mir zu zeigen wo er sich
engagiert. In Phulbari stand der Anfang eines
Schulbaus, aber das Geld war ausgegangen.
So fing alles an! Zuriick in Deutschland
fragte ich im Kollegenkreis ob sie etwas fiir
den Bau spenden wiirden. Damit konnten wir
den Weiterbau der Schule finanzieren. Der
nichste Notruf kam aus Panauti — hier gab es
ein altes Haus, dass vor dem Verfall gerettet
werden sollte!
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Es kam FEines zum Anderen und somit
unausweichlich ~ die  Griindung  des
Vereins “Schulen fiir Nepal e.V.”. Unsere
gemeinsamen AKktivititen wurden immer
umfangreicher. Durch einen gliicklichen
Zufall lernte ich unseren Hauptsponsor, Herrn
Dr. Schneider im Flugzeug kennen.

Mit seinem finanziellen Einsatz hatten wir
eine wesentlich bessere Grundlage und
Planungsméglichkeit - somit kam auch die
Griindung der RP Foundation auf den Plan.

Diese gemeinniitzige Organisation deckt
nicht nur unsere Projekte ab, sondern auch
Kunst und Kultur und Projekte anderer
Organisationen ab.

Ich bin richtig stolz auf die Freundschaft
mit Rabindra Puri und die erfolgreiche
Zusammenarbeit unserer Organisationen.

Weiterhin viel Gliick und Erfolg fiir Rabindra
und die RP Foundation.

Rainer Brust
Schulen fiir Nepal e.V.



Meine Verbindung mit Rabindra Puri beginnt schon
vor dem Griindungsjahre 2009 bzw. 2066 der Rabindra
Puri Foundation.

Zufélligerweise sal ich 2006 neben Rainer Brust
von den Schulen-fiir-Nepal e.V. im Flugzeug von
Deutschland nach Kathmandu. Rainer schwirmte mir
dabei von der Schuleinweihung in Phulbari und einem
gewissen Rabindra Puri vor.

Ich selbst wollte in Nepal den Verantwortlichen
einer deutschen NGO treffen, um mich iiber
forderungswiirdige Projekte zu informieren. Diesem
hatte ich 150.000 € fiir von mir auszusuchende
Projekte zugesagt.

Meine Liebe zu Nepal war in den Jahren 2001 und
2002 entstanden, in denen ich jeweils von Jiri bzw.
Lukla zum Everest wanderte. Wie so viele hatte auch
ich den Wunsch, den armen Menschen in diesem
wunderschonen Land zu helfen.

Auf der Besichtigung mit der deutschen NGO lehnte
dann der Verantwortliche nach einem Besuch in
Kattike-Deurali den dort beabsichtigten Bau der
Schule gegen meine eigene Meinung als nicht
machbar ab.Deshalb entsann ich mich an Rainer Brust
und seine Empfehlung Rabindra Puri und nahm mit
diesen Kontakt auf.

So kam es bei meinem nichsten Aufenthalt in Nepal
im Jahre 2008 zu einem ersten personlichen Treffen
mit Rabindra Puri, der sich spontan bereit erklérte, den
Schulbau in Kattike zu planen und zu organisieren.

Bei meiner Besichtigung verschiedener
Entwicklungsprojekte, insbesondere Schulen und
Sanitétsstationen, im Jahre 2006 hatte ich festgestellt,
dass viele Gebdude schlecht gewartet oder gar gédnzlich
vernachléssigt waren. Zu meinem Erstaunen erfuhr ich,
dasseskeinegeregelte BerufsausbildungfiirHandwerker,
also keine Berufs- bzw. Gewerbeschulen, gab.
Ich meinte daher, dass es im Sinne meines Prinzips
,.Hilfe zur Selbsthilfe* die beste Forderung von Nepal
sei, hier ein solches Schulvorhaben zu verwirklichen.
Als ich Rabindra dies vortrug, verwies er auf den
mir damals nicht bekannten Ort Panauti, wo er
offensichtlich ein Grundstiick besal3, welches er fiir ein
solches Vorhaben bereitstellen wollte.

Mir war natiirlich klar, dass meine in Aussicht gestellte
Spende von insgesamt 150.000 € fiir ein solches

Vorhaben nicht geniigen wiirde.Dies siecht man ja aus
den bereits jetzt bestehenden Einrichtungen der Nepal
Vocational Academy. Zudem bestand die Idee fiir eine
breitere Zahl von Ausbildungsberufen einen Campus
zu errichten und hierfiir Grundstiicke zu erwerben.
Auf diese Weise sind aus meinen 2006 der deutschen
NGO versprochenen 150.000 € im Jahre 2019 mehr
als 1.000.000 € geworden.

Fiir die Grundstiicke und den Schulbetrieb war ein
zuverlédssiger gemeinniitziger Trager erforderlich. Dies
ist die jetzt 10 Jahre alte Rabindra Puri Foundation.

Rainer Brust von Schulen-fiir-Nepal e.V. als deutscher
Projekttriger und ich sind froh und dankbar, dass die
Rabindra Puri Foundation neben weiteren anderen
Projekten ohneeigenen Profitden Bauund Ausbaudieser
Gewerbeschule, die sicherlich auch Vorbildcharakter
fiir weitere solcher Einrichtungen hat bzw. haben soll,
organisiert und begleitet. Die Foundation trigt auch
dafiir Sorge, dass der Schulbetrieb durchgefiihrt wird.
Ich und sicherlich auch Rainer Brust haben eine grofie
Freude hieran, weil mit unseren Mitteln mit Hilfe von
der Rabindra Puri Foundation mehr fiir Nepal, aber
auch uns selbst, bewirken, als wenn wir in Europa in
Luxus leben wiirden.

Unser Luxus - und dies kann ich sicherlich auch
fiir Rainer Brust sagen - ist fiir uns die Freude, dass
hier etwas mit Hilfe der Rabindra Puri Foundation
entstanden ist und fortbesteht, welches einzelnen
Menschen eine existenzsichernde und sinngebende
Titigkeit ermoglichen wird.

Etwas Besseres als den Gedanken hieran gibt es fiir das
eigene Wohlbefinden nicht.

Dr. Hans Joachim Schneider, Berlin/Germany
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Best wishes and
cengmtu/aﬁ@ns

When you are going to offer support in the area
of educational improvement in a developing
country like Nepal, you simply need a strong
partner. The partner has to be reliable and has
to have an honest interest, together with the
sponsor, to carefully plan ambitious projects and
then to carry these plans throughto completion
with determination. This is not an easy task here
in Nepal. Very often there are economic, legal or
bureaucratic hurdles which make it difficult to
implement such projects. This is especially true
for projects like building new schools in remote
regions of the country.

The German NGO “Schiilerhilfe fiir Nepal
e.V.’is in the advantageous position to have
found such a partner in the “Rabindra Puri
Foundation for Conservation” (RPF). Since the
founding of this organization, now 10 years ago,
we have been working closely together with
trust and confidence in each other. During this
time we have built eight schools for about 3,000
students and additionally “The Nepal Vocational
Academy” in Bhaktapur. Our goal was and
remains to give boys and girls the chance to get
a basic education and then move on to learn a
trade.
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The earthquake in 2015 destroyed hundreds
of schools and uncountable families lost their
homes. Our NGO together with the RPF was
able to give many families temporary shelter
directly following the earthquake. And in the
meantime we have built nine new houses in a
model village in Dhading. And we are in the
process of expanding this effort.

The founder and the heart of the RPFis
Rabindra Puri. He took on the goal to carry out
projects, not only for public need, for example
building schools beside a vocational school or
an orphanage, but most important to see that
they are built in the traditional Newari — Nepali
style.

He has persistently perused the goal to preserve
the building style of this country and not have
it replaced with concrete buildings that have
neither life nor soul. Especially for this goal
one has to praise his efforts. He worked with all
the energy he had to ensure that the buildings,
especially those of historical significance, that
were damaged or destroyed by the earthquake,
be reconstructed according to their original
form. These efforts represent an invaluable
service to his country. I want to praise him and
additionally his numerous co-workers for their
efforts and achievements over these past ten
years.

On behalf of “Schiilerhilfe fiir Nepal, e.V.”, I
want to personally thank Rabindra Puri for
the excellent cooperative efforts since 2009.
We wish hisfoundation continued success in
perusing his and our goals. We will certainly
continue to plan on ambitious projects together,
and most important, bringing the projects to a
successful completion.

Exactly as expressed in the name of our
organization “Schiilerhilfe fiir Nepale.V.” :
Help students in Nepal, because learning is the
basis of accomplishment.

Jorg Bahr
President
Schiilerhilfe fiir Nepal e.V.
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Upliftment of Community Schools

Upliftment of the Community Schools
is one of the major goal of Rabindra Puri
Foundation for Conservation. With a
target to construct, renovate & enhance
community schools in entire 77 districts of
Nepal as “Model Schools”, the Foundation
has already started constructing &
renovating community schools in districts
of Nepal. Till now, 13 schools have been
completed and 2 are under construction.
These schools are located in different
districts such as Kavrepalanchwok,
Bhaktapur, Gorkha, Ramechhap &
Nawalparasi all in tradition style &
architecture. These schools have been
constructed with the support of different
organizations especially with the major
support of German Organizations named
Schulen Fuer Nepal e.V. & Schulerhilfe Fur
Nepal e.V. who love Nepal unconditionally.

Basically, the Foundation support for the
infrastructure of the school: the entire building
and Toilets too. The Foundation look up to
enhancing the overall quality of the school so
the school can deliver quality education to the
students of the community. With the contribution
of different organizations the Foundation
supports for the lunch of the students, school
uniforms and the salary of the teachers teaching
English, Mathematics, Science & Computer. The
Foundation also provide scholarships to the needy.
The Foundation has also helped with Science
labs and computer labs so that students can also
do e-learning. The Foundation's core aim is to
turn those constructed & renovated community
schools as the exemplary schools for the entire
district.

The list of Community schools that the Foundation
has constructed or renovated till date are:
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Mathurapati
Secondary School

Phulbari, Kavre

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District,
Namobuddha Municipality Ward no. 1 Phulbari.
The school building was constructed with the
support of Schulen fuer Nepal, Rotary Club of
Gananoque, Rotary Club of Kingston and local
community consisting 12 rooms for 600 students
with area of 4628 sq.ft. (429.95 sqm). With the
initiation of the foundation a library & Computer
lab was also established. Till now about 25
Students have received scholarship for higher
education. Out of them some had already become
doctor, botanist, engineer, forester, veterinary
doctor, journalist, Homeopaths and so on. Likewise
other students are still getting the scholarship for
Engineering, Medical Lab Technology, Business
Administration, Science, Public Health, Science,
Management, Education, Humanities studies.
Each year school topper (1 girl & 1 boy) in the SEE
exam is getting scholarship which continued for 15
years and the higher scholarship is also provided
according to needs and their performances.
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Prabha Secondary School, Kattike Deurali, Kavre

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District, Chauredeurali Rural Municipality,
Ward no.6 Kartikedeurali. This school building was constructed with the support of Dr.
Hans Joachim Schneider through Schulen fuer Nepal & local community consisting of
10 rooms for 500 students with area of 3779.12 sq. Ft. (351.09 sq. m.). This school has
got the first science college in the whole area and the science lab was also established
with the support of Schulen fuer Nepal and local community.
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Bal Ujjwal Secondary School, Dapcha, Kavre

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District, Namobuddha Municipality Ward no.
10, Purano Gaun. This building was constructed with the support of Schulen fuer Nepal &
local community consisting of 6 rooms for 300 students with area of 2771 sq. ft. (257.43
sq. m.). This school even succeed to get most distinction in SLC examination among all
the community schools in Kavre district in 2011. Each year school topper ((1 girl & 1
boy) in the SEE exam is getting scholarship for the support of higher education. Recently,
in the year 2019 this school secured top most rank in SEE exam with Distinction among
the community of entire Kavre district.
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Bhimeshwor Basic School,
Phulbari, Kavre

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District, Namobuddha
Municipality Ward no. 2 Peepalchaur, Phulbari. This building was
constructed with the support of Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal, Franco Mambretti,
VDC (Village Development Comittee), the German Rotary Clubs of
Murnau Oberammergau, Oberstaufen-Immenstadt, Rotenburg-Wummetal
and Mainz 50° N consisting of 6 rooms for 300 students with area of 2771
sq. ft. (257.43 sq.m.) . This school also got education aid materials such
as 2 setsof school dress, copies, pencils, pens instrument boxes to each
students, Desk benches for the classrooms, books & furniture for library.
The lunch of the students during school hour is also supported by different
organizations through RP Foundation. Likewise the school also got the
health support programme consisting the construction of drinking water
tank, Toilets and health kits for the school as well as to each student. The
school got education & health support materials through Rotary Club of
Bhaktapur and Rotary Club of Murnau Oberammergau (Germany). We
support in running the administration as well as we provide the scholarships.
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Saraswoti Basic School,
Pati-Bhanjyang, Bhaktapur

This school is located in Bhaktapur District,
Suryavinayak Municipality- Seepadol. This
building was constructed with the support
of Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal, Rotary Club of
Bhaktapur and Local community consisting
of 4 rooms for 200 students with area of
1996.54 sq. ft. (185.48 sq.m.). This school
was completed in 2014.

Investment: 31,71,283

Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal : 30,21,283
Rotary club of Bhaktapur : 50,000
Local Support : 1,00000
Construction Completed : 2012
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Janata Secondary School,
Amppipal, Gorkha

This school is located in Gorkha District, Palungtar
Municipality Ward no. 2 Amppipal.This building was
constructed with the support of Schuelerhilfe fuer
Nepal, Ministry of Education (Nepal Government),
VDC(Village Development Comittee), Rotary Club
of Penzberg (Germany), Rotary Club Muenchen
Englischer Garten (Germany), Pharmos Natur Green
Luxury(Germany), The German Rotary Clubs of
Dorfen, Erding, Freising, Muenchen — Flughafen,
Schrobenhausen — Aichach and Castiglione (France)
consisting of 6 rooms for 300 students with the area
of 2771 sq. ft. (257.43 sq.m.). This school also got
education aid materials such as school dress, copies,
and pencils to the selected students, desk benches for
the classrooms. Likewise the school also got computers
fully operated with solar system and instruments for
science lab. The school got education & health support
materials through Rotary Club of Bhaktapur and the
German Rotary Clubs of Erding, Dorfen, Freising,
Muenchen-Flughafen, Schrobenhausen-Aichach and
Castiglione.

10 Year celebrations Specia/ Yssue 37



38

cidicll ¢ NAMUNA GHAR

T ST HgETeRl SHyTEHETe ffdd sefergivar A1 & R02%
wT fEfer TR &7 | e T 3% TR Amhermr Biqur @

foererr wawr 3 o faareft awar wwr @ | faerer fmimr
goHiee® L AU 42 AT@ ¥ ESIK ¢4 FUAT @9 TR
PRl | gerfee® BT TRl TEATET foEmerEmT wrger uft
& TR |




Sattalingeshwor Secondary School,
Bhadaure, Ramechap (A)

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District, Sunapati Rural Municipality
Ward no. 1 GunsiBhadaure. This building was constructed in 2016 with the
support of Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal, Stefan Kober, Rotary Club of Guenzburg,
Germany and the local community consisting of 6 rooms for 300 students with
area of 2836 sq. ft. (263.47 sq.m.). The school also got computers with support
from Schulerhilfe fuer Nepal.
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Shree Krishna Secondary School,
Dapcha, Kavre

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District, Namobuddha
Municipality Wardno.9Dapcha/Chatrey Bhaj.Thisbuilding was constructed
with the support of Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal, VDC(Village Development
Comittee), local community, Dr. Karl Heinz Zunk (Germany), the
German Rotary Clubs of Erding, Dorfen, Freising, Muenchen-Flughafen,
Schrobenhausen-Aichach and Castiglione consisting of 6 rooms for 300
students with the area of 2771 sq. ft. (257.43 sq.m.). This school also
got education aid materials such as school dress, copies, pencils to the
selected students, desk benches for the classrooms. Likewise, the school
also got computers fully operated with solar system and instruments for
science lab. The school got education & health support materials through
Rotary Club of Bhaktapur and the German Rotary Clubs of Erding,
Dorfen, Freising, Muenchen-Flughafen, Schrobenhausen- Aichach and
Castiglione.We provide scholarships of amount Rs.10000 per students per
year to 5 students from Grade 11 & 5 students from Grade 12.
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Chattisadevi Secondary School, Thambesi, Nawalparasi

This school is located in Nawalparasi District, Bulingtar Rural Municipality-Thanbesi.
This building and compound walls were constructed with the support of Schuelerhilfe fuer
Nepal, Rotary Club of Kuenzelsau, Oehringen, Germany, Rotary Club of Schwaehisch Hall,
Germany and local community consisting of 6 rooms for 300 students with the area of 2836
sq. ft. (263.47 sq.m). The school also got computers fully operated with solar system.
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Sattalingeshwor Secondary School (B),
Bhadaure, Ramechhap

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok District, Sunapati Rural Municipality Ward no.
1 GunsiBhadaure. This building was constructed in 2017 with the support of Schuelerhilfe
fuer Nepal & Ernst Klimmer consisting of 6 rooms for 300 students with area of 2836
sq. ft. (263.47 sq.m.). With the support from Schulerhilfe fuer Nepal this school also got
computers fully operated with solar system & Desk bench for students.The Foundation
also supported with the construction of toilets for the better health & hygiene of the
students.
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Pashupati Secondary School,
Hiledevi, Ramechhap

This school is located in Ramechhap District, Municipality Ward no. 3 Sunapati
Sadhidada - Hiledevi. This building was constructed in 2019 with the support of
Schuelen fuer Nepal, Interhelp- Germany, Mfs International, lenze Foundation
and local community consisting of 470 students with the area of 2836 sq. ft.
(263.47 sq.m).
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Jagriti Basic School,
Aashapuri, Kavre

This school is located in Kavrepalanchok
District, Banepa Municipality Ward no. 14
Aashapuri. This building was constructed
with the support of Schulen fuer Nepal,
DDC (District Development Comittee),
VDC (Village Development Committee),
local community and few other organisations
consisting of 9 rooms for 400 students with
the area of 3000 sq.ft. (284.56 sq.m.)
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Jaycees Secondary School, Bhaktapur

This school is located in Bhaktapur District, Bhaktapur Municipality Ward no. 2
Khaumalndrayani Pith. The building of Jaycees School was partly affected by the 2015
earthquake. With the financial support from Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal & coordination from
RP Foundation, retrofitting & renovation of four storied concrete building was completed on
April, 2019. The Foundation also transformed the building in traditional style. The total cost
for retrofitting & renovation was 2.5 million. The building was constructed in 2006 which
consist of 4th floor with 8 rooms. Currently, about 365 students are studying in this school.
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Bal Sewak Basic School,
Hanumanghat, Bhaktapur

This school is located in Bhaktapur District,
Bhaktapur ~ Municipality Ward no. 7
Hanumanghat . RP Foundation is working on
the construction of this school, First floor of
Block “A” with the support of Wiederaufbau
Bhaktapur e.V. Germany. This school is
providing education to students in minimum
cost. Most of the students of this school belong
to families with low economic conditions.
This school run classed from Pre-Nursery to
Grade 8. There are total 230 students studying
in this school and among them 43 students are
the Monks of nearby Muni Vihar Monastery.
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Medha Secondary School, Tapalachee, Bhaktapur

This school is located in Bhaktapur District, Bhaktapur Municipality Ward no. 2,

Tapalachee. This school is under construction with the support RP Foundation ,Nepal
Government, Bhaktapur Municipality, Schuelerhilfe fur Nepal ,Rotary District-3292,
Nepal& Rotary Club of Bhaktapur. The total estimated budget for the construction
of this school is (Rs.21000000) 2 crore and 10 lakhs rupees - Schuelerhilfe fur Nepal

will be contributing Rs. 5000000 (50 lakhs)
through RP Foundation. This school consist
of 577 students. This school run classes from
Play Group to Grade 10. This school has
been awarded as the best Community School
of Nepal providing quality education to the
students.

Along with the construction and renovation
of buildings, the foundation is also planing to
provide teachers, teachers training, education
aid, lab equipments, Library supports,
computers, solar system, scholarships and
other materials whatever is needed for
quality education with the support of Rotary
Clubs and different other organizations.
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The Seeds of Inspiration
Planted by Rabindra Puri

Damodar Neupane

At a meeting in Singhadurbar, the topic
of debate was the reconstruction of our
heritage landmarks, Ranipokhari and the
Kasthamandap. It was there, in a lounge, that
I got to meet Mr. Rabindra Puri. Obviously
I was acquainted with his name, but I found
myself wondering how to describe him?
Should I call him the heritage expert? Or the
conservationist? I certainly knew that his field
of expertise included these. Meanwhile both
of us were introduced by Mr. Alok Siddhi
Tuladhar, advocate of heritage conservation.
Upon hearing my name, Mr. Puri responded
that he reads my articles in Kantipur. At that
time, [ was writing on the issue of Bagdurbar.
Puripointed out that Singhadurbar itself was
being led to safety just because someone was
writing about it. He said, “Devendraji saved
Singhadurbar just through his writing” and
added,” now, because you are writing about
Bagdurbar, it will also be saved.”
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Later I came to know that it was the same
Rabindra Puri and Bhim Nepal who informed
Devendra about the issues surrounding
Singhadurbar. I requested Mr. Puri to raise his
voice on the subject of Bagdurbar. After all, I
was also searching for someone to quote for
my article and felt thatPuri is the right person.
Soon after that, I continued writing on the
issue of conserving Bagdurbar. In this matter I
got to talk to him once again on the phone and
wrote afterwards.

Sometime later we met again in the canteen
of a German language teaching institute in
Thapathali. When I greeted him, he responded
to me as to an unknown person. Once again [
introduced myself to him. Those days I was
still writing on Bagdurbar. For about a year
the durbar stayed undestroyed, due to the
articles written. But Mayor Bidhyasundar
Shakya was adamant on destroying it. Feeling

that now writing will be of no
* more benefit, efforts seeking
intervention by the Supreme
Court became the obvious way
to go.A Writ of Public Concern
got presented in the Supreme
Court under the leadership
of senior advocate  Mr.
Prakashmani Sharma. A need
for written briefsby experts was
expressed during the discussion
held in court and for that some
~._ . of us went to Puri’s house in

. Bhaktapurto collect his viewsfor



presenting in court. This was
my third meeting with Mr.
Puri. I usually carry books
with me and in that meeting,
I gave him two books named,
‘School Bechne Baalak’ and
‘Ambushmaa Chha Barsha’.
He agreed to mail me his
consent  brief  regarding
Bagdurbar and then we left.

Puriisawinnerofthe UNESCO

Puri is a winner of the
UNESCO heritage
conservation award. He
renovated and restored a
dilapidated antique farm
house that was being used
as a chicken coop to such
a model of architecture
and décor that the house
became famous as
'Namuna Ghar'.

was not at all damaged? This
same example was given by
Puri in his consent letter.
This last letter that reached
the Supreme Court after all
the debates and discussions
were finished was successful
in finally getting the interim
order of the Court.

I started meeting Mr. Puri
more frequently. We would

heritage conservation award.

get moved by his work, and

He renovated and restored a

dilapidated antique farm house that was being
used as a chicken coop to such a model of
architecture and décor that the house became
famous as “Namuna Ghar,”or Model House.
He was given the UNESCO award on the
basis of this house. If such a badly dilapidated
house could be strengthened back to its
present prestigious glory, then why wouldn’t
the samebe possible for Bagdurbar, which

e - i f M
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he would be by ours. Even
if we didn’t meet personally, we would keep
track of each other’s whereabouts. He often
said, “’Just two decades back, I was fighting
alone to preserve our heritage. People hardly
valued it, and it was too difficult to make
them understand. Now, finding people like
you gives me so muchpleasure.” Hearing him
share feelings like this, would in turn give
pleasure to us.
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He often shared with us the hardships he
encountered during his work. In some places,
he put his energy into a movement to build
more schools,whereas in other places he
worked on developing a model village. And
he repeatedly would share with us the many
adversities he had to face. One day a new
problem came up. This time, too, he sought
our help. With the support of the Municipality
and Mines Operator, abulldozer wasgoing to
be run in his ongoing Namunabasti project
area in Sanga,causing destruction. Knowing
this, advocate Ganapatilal Shrestha, Sanjay
Adhikari and 1 followed Mr. Puri. First,
we went to meet the Municipality head of
Banepa. He said he was unaware of this
fact. Soon later, there came the chief of that
Ward. We found out that it was he who had
given permission to run a bulldozer onPuri’s
land. As the conversation progressed, the
Mayor also acknowledged that he gave the
necessary engine oil as the Mines was ready
to supply the bulldozer. Leaving the Mayor’s

office, then we went to see the Namuna Basti
envisioned by Mr. Puri. We saw how pleasing
that location was. Kathmandu Valley could be
seen, BanepaValley could be seen, who would
not be craving to reside in such a beautiful
place? Puri shared his vision of developing
avillage there with the houses all designed
according to medieval architecture. The
housing area was enclosed by walls already.
He said that NRs 6 crores had been spent
building the walls surrounding the area. The
Namuna Basti housing would also include
other cultural structures like traditional wells,
ponds, chaitya, temples etc. Three houses
were seen already built, each of two story,
with folded traditional Jhingati roof. One
house was of mud, one brick and the other one
of stone.

We returned from there through Doleshwor.
There we had another pleasing moment,
seeing the Nepali architecture-based school
he had built nearby.He had built the building
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and handed it over to the
school. But later the school
had replaced the traditional
Jhingati roof with simple
corrugatedmetal sheet
roofing. What could be said?

Upon reaching Bhaktapur,
there too he showed us the
houses he had built according
to  Nepali  architecture.
Visually these houses were
simply pleasing to the eyes.

Puri has preserved
our unique traditional
architecture through
his works. He signaled
the hope to us that it
is possible to build
traditional architectural
houses even amidst the
rapidly urbanizing cities.

Visiting the model houses in
Sanga I felt — would it not be
wonderful to spread Nepali
architecture like that we found
there to all over Nepal? This
is the hour of suffering, with
attacks on Nepalese identity
from every direction, be it a
temple, or a durbar complex
or a private house. After the
earthquake, our traditional
doublestory roof houses

He showed us his buildings

in Naagpokhari. We also checked into that
house whose picture was clicked by Tony
Hagen, the person who introduced Nepal. The
house is named the Tony Hagen house. Puri
had bought that house and now displays in it
various photos clicked by Hagen; he also runs
the Heritage gallery there.

In one ropani of land, Puri and his team
are building an attractive Nepal Vocational
Academy. He explained to us that this
academy’s purpose is totrain workers skilled
in constructing buildings using traditional
materials. We got to know that a similar
academy is already running in Panauti.
Puri has a vision to develop this vocational
academy to a grand university level. He has
many visions for exciting projects that are yet
to be realized. His vision for Panauti’s success
will be seen in the future. The antique durbar
excavation works are going on there.Around
Naagpokhari,Puri has plans to remodel the
present houses to traditional architecture and
name those according to the various names
of naag serpents. We’ll need to wait for few
years to see the success of all these projects.
However, looking at his already accomplished
present works, our heart swells, as if to say —
Amazing, that a single man can do so much! If
the whole nation works like this, how greatthe
achievements would be? If just a single
Municipality takes upon itself this mission of
preserving the Nepali spirit, how great that
would be!

have been destroyed. The
government permitted single story houses
have been erected all over villages. What’s
the use of such uncomfortable houses?
Thousands have used them as goat farms.
Who will debate honestly on this topic? The
houses that Puri made in local villagestyle,
they didn’t get destroyed by earthquake.
They are the set examples that if one strongly
builds traditional styled houses, they can stay
completely preserved. The only person who
has debated is Mr. Puri through media. We
have greatly valued his ideas and printed
them. A mass of people acknowledging his
ideas has risen. But we have yet to see those
masses implementing those ideas into reality.
Puri has preserved our unique traditional
architecture through his works. He signaled
the hope to us that it is possible to build
traditional architectural houses even amidst
the rapidly urbanizing cities. If the present
big housing companies would adopt this
style of Mr. Puri, the Nepalese traditional
identity would certainly be saved. The
housing businesses would be economically
flourishing preserving
Nepalese tradition. His efforts made are the
seeds planted for Nepalese tradition; these
seeds should be spread widely all over the
nation.

simultaneously,

(Neupane is associated with Kantipur Daily) -
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We Care, We Support !

Shree Shankar Pradhananga

During my service with SOS Children’s
Villages Nepal for last 38 years (1980t02018) I
found allthe children and young people of SOS
Children’s Villages have their dreams,aims
and wishes to be a successful person like any
child in the society. Trained SOS Mothers and
counsellors motivate and guide them to have
more pragmatic dreams and aims in their lives
to start a career to support themselves after the
integration from SOS Children’s Village.

Prof. Hermann Gmeiner, the founder of
SOS Children’s Villages believes that “All
the children of this world are our children”.
Addressing children as orphaned, poor or
abandoned is a discriminatory approach. All
the children of this world have the right to
education, health, protection and participation.

Rangeen Homes as dreamed by Mr. Rabindra
Puri, the Chairman of RP Foundation is a
bunch of homes for children, single women,
elderly people and differently abled children
and adults. Presently a children home is
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in operation since March 2019. There are
46 children in the children home. Most of
these children have lost both the parents
or single parents. By the year 2077 we are
planning to serve 60 children in the children’s
home. Children home supports the children
under its care until they complete their
education/vocational training to support
themselves.

Second home for single women is under
construction now. Within one year we are
planning to bring home single women who
are widows or separated. We train them with
vocational skills to support themselves to live
a dignified life.




Establishment of home for elderly people and
differently abled children and adults are in our
long term plan pipeline.

We have not been able to give adequate
support to the needy children in Nepal. The
population of children is 40% of our total
population of Nepal. If we look into the plans
and budget allocation for the growth and
development of children in Nepal it is very
insignificant. Nepal Children Organization has
a nationwide network in almost all the districts

of Nepal. But its activities are very limited to
preschool education for handful of children
in its locations. Now it is high time that the
local government entities invest the major
portion of their budgets for the education,
protection and development of children. More
we invest for the children of today, more we
will have capable and contributing youths for
tomorrow for the growth and development of
our country.

(Mr. Pradhananga is former Country Director of
SOS Nepal & presently advisor to Rangeen Homes)

UINUB ool SIAa™Ebl UEl

SLIET HNTH Th WHT igEeuEiag g1 | TR
TTS-IIGA ITHMT Il ¥hee = qTheRT G0 feramuent
Rz~ uTTOTRTEAT JTERERT 3@ T SerEreET | 3
T 23¢3 AGHT B8 R0 TVEH AE-33GH, TL &
fhceashaT Fietfed | 3 AHa Tvamehl g&Ta (G
) SRAT TEhT THTIVTR IMeRG ST JATOT T Tt Sfect
uf gR-fiferd ufes dueeRmT afhut soe B |

ST.IIET Uheh ITRIehTias T qeuieh Jga-aHiag g7 |
BT TTe-33g e Ry Tra et g T AfeThT yaTuTeHT
SATIRAT BTHT ETATshl AT T fehTeshishl qier
IS | @, AT STae™ T @ eIt ITEaATS b1
T TAT 3, AT Ui ebehT T | STIET HITEehT
00%, SHEH ¢ UT WRAsh! YATHT EcT THUshT forl |

Herv=aT Heeaqut 9e o v ‘Tafeeeiiten woad
AU YT ST A el g
TR R IMHeish Jdsh 3ehl THerufs
A 00l AT STHAETE JeRTIRTd 9T | 3hT




= ==
JErS oo Ee ;!.ﬁ.aelqmr*n;_rx-n SR =
== i

‘T i 1% Wi e’ uft foea-uHidifee: w3er
st etham & | et fwfomefie wer wgfsem otw
T Y T RoxR fedmr 3¢ I Heumermmr wmsy
AT & | A BRI AUTASTE BUTERT YT AT
aTfedl ggeRaT ATt UfdeTieeh @FIaTRl gfataamTha
TaEfed T T | ufeddl SRUMT AU 9T
At fafre Ag@T wo T WERT qT SR
gfaferf myfsemer afes Yot & | S qusr ff arueee
afedt IerehT fafw=T e Stuar safeTa @weAr aud
TR & | T, AF TgHed TFIETaR SRSHT S@e & 3TaT
SRR WX qfT ST Traf o HeRis T HIHUTT:
B | JHHT AT Afdeh, AFTAE T YIMHF golme ARt
i gt =SReRT TraeThl TRt qieheaHT TiuenT 8 |
BT TiEhider qraerhl a9 T sfaemean anfedt favaans
SRR TS U ‘g RIS 31% et ST1EH sl SITAT
AT TIT HEAYUT SN S 9T STRUT B3-S Th!
IR D |

T T Tl @ i quTese s
T AINTHIE wo F2T H{deeh! Jiaed Tie-s | Jamer
BT R TThT THHTIT Trg=T FEheh! T BTy TRhLerd
ST TR gesiHienr aTht Tt & | At areTe=
Hiceh! giced skt wnfaa gidewr fafewerr Aqeamr 22
ST SUTeAT T AR SheTshHieT Hashl g |

78 | cidiell 1€ NAMUNA GHAR

.\141-+rr11 E

FISHeRT qiehedATehr o



Museum of Stolen Arts

The Museum of Stolen Arts is also an integral element
of Mission Panauti project, which is planned to be
inaugurated on December 31st 2022. The museum is
aimed to preserve the traditional arts and monuments of
Nepal by raising awareness regarding the lost or stolen
arts of Nepal. As an initial step, firstly the museum
will be displaying the replicas of various 50 stolen
stone images of Nepal. Such images either become a
decoration piece for private houses in foreign nations
or a display piece of museums in foreign lands. Many
Nepalese are unaware of this sad trend of Nepalese
arts trafficking, or some Nepalese even if aware of
this, choose to remain silent and carefree. Thus, this
museum has been envisioned to create a social, ethical,
administrative pressure to all national international
authorities to end this ill trend of losing one’s heritage.
Moreover, the museum will also prove to be an aid to
introduce the legacy of rich cultural heritages of Nepal.
At present, out of the first 50 replicas of stolen images to
be displayed in Museum, 27 have been completed and
is displayed/exhibited in Heritage Gallery, Bhaktapur
until the museum is completed. From 2023 AD, all of
these will be on continual display. All of these art works
for the museum have been made under the leadership of
a renowned stone artist Mr. Timir Nashan Ojha with his
team of 11 Nepalese and Indian stone carvers.
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Original and Replica of Stolen Arts

Garudasana-Vishnu, 10th century

Stolen in 1970s from Hyumat-Tol, Kathmandu

Replica

Saraswati, 12th century

“ o L e

Head stolen in the early 1980s from Pharping, Kamal Pokhari

Replica
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Nagaraja, 12-13th century

.

M

Replica under progress

(This image was later recovered and returned.)
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Female Devotee, 7th century

Stolen in 1985 from Deopatan, Chabahil Stupa

ity, 18th century

ivin

Female D

Replica

Stolen in the early 1980's from Patan, Sundhara
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Stolen in 2009 from Bhaktapur, Inachotol Replica

Devi, 14th century

R

-8 Y S -.h-_:;e..'.""f...." A
Stolen in the 1970's from Banepa Replica
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Lakshmi-Narayana, 15th century

Replica under Progress

Stolen in 1984 from Bhaktapur, Nasamanatol

Mahagauri, 13th century

Replica

Stolen in the 1970's from the Deopatan area
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Stolen in 1985 from Pharping, Kotsutol Replica
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Bodhisattva Padmapan ,Jaibagesvori,deopatan, 15th century

Stolen in the mid 1970's Replica

Stolen in early 1970's from Tunai Patan Replica
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Uma-Mabhesvar, 8th century

Stolen in 1982 from Changu Narayan Replica
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Standing Vishnu, 10th century A.D

sl

-
s}

\ ¥
Stolen in the Late 1970's from Jyathatol,1

Replica

Kamadev, 19th century

e

Lk

Replica

Stolen in early 1980's
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Tara, 12th century A.D

Stolen in the early 1980's from Panauti, Tribenghat
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Replica



Stolen in 1984 from Narayan Temple, Patan Replica

Standing Vishnu, 17th century

Stolen in june 1985 from Panchadevala, pashupati Replica
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Sleeping Vishnu, 17th century

Stolen in 71986 from Changu Narayan Replica

Standing Devi, 9th century

b :
AT, = Fre
i

Head Stolen in early 1980's from Balaju Replica
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Standing Buddha, 10th century

- —

L) \ | ' . L g
Stolen in mid 1970's from Nakabahi Chaitya, Patan Replica

Dancing Ganesh, 15th century

Stolen in mid 1985's from Sanga Replica
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Mission Panauti

Panauti is an antique city space opulent with rich
Newari cultural heritage. This is the most beautiful
and unique Newar city outside of Kathmandu
valley. RP Foundation has developed a mission
to renovate all the heritage constructions seen
in Panauti, either by sole or partial investments
of Foundation and by inspiring and training the
local residents to at least build up their remaining
heritage leftovers with their own traditional
restoration techniques. By 2030, the Foundation
aims to re-establish Panauti with same glorious
heritage city fame even after the necessary
reconstruction, renovation and transformation
works. Panauti Municipality along  with
Department of Archeology has been encouraging
locals to conserve their traditional houses and also
to construct new houses in traditional style.

The Foundation has already restored 7 houses, and
with the technical support from the foundation
some of the houses are constructed in traditional
style by the local people. Similarly, people
are much influenced by the works done by the
Foundation and even they are renovating their old
houses and constructing new houses in traditional
style. Houses like Matan Ghhen, Kung Chhen,
Dware Ghar, Gyan Bikas Library have already
been renovated by the Foundation itself. Restoring
and preserving a whole town is certainly not an
easy and simple task, but not impossible. And once
accomplished, it will definitely serve as a model
for other numerous historic towns’ restoration in
Nepal. Nepal Vocational Academy is already in
operation in Panauti and foundation is working
for extended vocational training program through
Vocational Center (like University) in Panauti.
Community Library named Gyan Bikas Library
was also designed and technically supported by the
Foundation which added more beauty and value to
the community and people out there. Foundation
has already estabilished Rangeen Childreen Home
and is planning to extend the home for oldage
people, women & differentialy abled people
in Subbagaun, Panauti. New construction of
traditional houses like Museum of Stolen Arts are
believed to be additional centers of attractions for
tourists visiting Panauti.

Recently, RP Foundation handed over the first
phase of Master plan of Mission Panauti: Making
Panauti as UNESCO Heritage Site to the Panauti
Municipality in the presence of UNESCO -
Country Director of Nepal Mr. Christian Manhart.
RP Foundation is working FULL ON PHASE for
making Panauti enlisted in UNESCO Heritage
site.



Dware Ghar
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Kung Chhen

a10fo0g
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Matan Chhen
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Nepal Vocational Academy, Panauti
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Nepal Vocational Academy

Nepal Vocational Academyis a profit-not distributing company affiliated with CTEVT
which offers vocational skill-based employment opportunities to the youths of Nepal.
One of its primary missions is to produce skilled human resources for building houses
using traditional building materials, architecture and techniques. As the demand rises for
traditional houses equipped with modern facilities, the demand for such skilled workers too
has risen. This demand has become acute after the great earthquake of 2015. Considering
this scenario both a problem and an opportunity, Nepal Vocational Academy has been
established for two reasons: both to address the need for skilled human resources for
traditional house building, and at the same time to help mitigate the dreadful condition of

youth unemployment in Nepal.

Nepal Vocational Academy,
Panauti

Nepal Vocational Academy is running short term
courses of Wooden Handicraft Maker/ Carpenter,
Mason, Stone Layer Mason affiliated to CTEVT
for more than 4 years.Once the trainees have
completed the course from the Academy they had
improved their employability in the labor market,
as well as allow them the opportunity for self-
employment if they desire, which in the long term
could help reduce poverty in the country even.
That is the reason why all courses running in this
academy helps to produce technical workforce
who will be able to provide service through the
application of skills and knowledge of modern as
well as traditional technology, as well as enhance
their entrepreneurial skills through wooden
handicraft, mason and stone layer mason. The
need of such workforce is very much high for
the earthquake affected areas as more than six
lakhs households has been totally destroyed by
the earthquake. Even more and more such skilled
work force is demanded
for the reconstruction
as government is
totally  targeting for
the reconstruction of
affected areas. So Nepal
Vocational Academy is
providing the training
for such courses which
fulfill  the  demand
for such training can
even  contribute  for l = -
reconstruction. Similarly -

according to the demand l

106 | sidicl € NAMUNA GHAR

of public beautician, tailoring as well as metal
casting courses are also running. The German
Organisation Schulen fuer Nepal is supporting to
run Nepal Vocational Academy. Similarly German
organization Nepal and Wir are also the supporter
to run the different courses in Nepal, Vocational,

Panauti.

Nepal, Vocational Academy,
Bhaktapur

The demand of skilled workers are increased
day by day. To meet the demand, Rabindra Puri
Foundation for Conservation has added another
campus and introduced a new Nepal Vocational
Academy building in Bhaktapur.We already
launched Electrician, Plumbing, Carpentry and
Woodcarving training. We will be adding additional
varieties of training in the near future. We plan to
graduate around 200 skilled workers in the field
of heritage conservation each year from this
academy. The German Organisation Schuelerhilfe
fuer Nepal supported for
construction of Nepal
Vocational  Academy,
Bhaktapur building.

This  building  has
a central courtyard
surrounded by  built
4 structure on all sides.
| Presently, it houses
four workshops, eight
classrooms, one office
room, one meeting room
and one multipurpose
hall.Furthermore, the



building still has plenty of spaceto add more
sections as needed. Spread over a land area of one
ropani, the building has a complete surface area
of 19,000 sq. ft. We estimate that the academy
building hosts ample space and training facilities
for 200 students.We have tried to take innovative
measures to help mitigate the problem of youth
unemployment and the dreadful loss of Nepal’s
youth to foreign nations. Our young people are
our greatest resource, and without them we cannot
develop a strong future as a nation. We are really
hopeful that these efforts will help mitigate such
development problems in Nepal and produce
youths who are highly skilled, competent and able
to earn an excellent income here at home, while
they build a country in which we all can take pride.

Nepal Vocational Academy,
University Concept

Due to increase demand of skilled workers in
different field Nepal Vocational Academy is
planning to expand it’s training in different fields.
For that more than 100 ropani of land is acquired
and land development is already in progress in
Chamkharka, Panauti.A Genuine German National
Doctor, Dr. Hans Joachim Schneider is supporting
through Schulen fuer Nepal e.V. Germany for this
genuine cause.

German Parliamentarian & German Ambassador
visiting Nepal Vocational Academy

Former & Present American Ambassador visiting
Nepal Vocational Academy

e
e
1=
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Rangeen
Homes

The concept of Rangeen Homes is to bring
needy children, old-age people, differently
abled & suffering women together at a place
not just to give them a place to live but give
them a home, a family and a good standing
livelihood. Rangeen Homes is the chain of
4 different homes in it helping & supporting
each other (it will be like a family). Beside
the buildings Rangeen Homes have enough of
productive/ cultivatable and land to make itself
a self-sustaining one. The suffering women
from the Women Home will be employed
and assigned to take care of the differently
abled and elder. The women & children will
be given vocational training and they will be
practicing the training learning such as farming

and production of vegetable, goods, etc. The
children will be given vocational trainings and
they will be given opportunity to practice it for
their grooming and making them independent
with skills. The 4 chain homes under Rangeen
Homes are:

Rangeen Children Home
Rangeen Women Home

Rangeen Differently-abled Home
Rangeen Oldage Home

Total Area : 24 Ropanis

Rangeen Children Home

Rangeen Children Home aims to provide
Orphans And Vulnerable Children With Basic
And Secondary Needs Such As Food, Shelter,
Education, Clothes, Medical Care, Recreation,
Vocational training, Parental And Spiritual
Guidance and Love. Rangeen Children’s
Home has its own building and it has been in
operation recently. The major supporter of
Rangeen Children Home is Nepal Initiative
Schongau e.v. There are currently 46 children
in the home.
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Specified Objectives
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To provide children with adequate
nutritious Food. A good diet and minimum
three (3) meals a day.

Provide a suitable home for the Children
with all necessary amenities.

Provide children with a good Primary and
Secondary Education. And professional
training for a secured Livelihood.

Provide Children with a good Medical care
and ensure children enjoy a happy, healthy
life.

Provide Parental
guidance and Love.

guidance, Spiritual

Provide Recreational facilities and Social
amenities to entertain and educate

Ensure Children are protected from any
form of Abuse, Discrimination, Slavery,
and Cruel punishment. Protected from
sexual exploitation, Economic exploitation
and protected from use or trafficking
harmful substances.

cidicll ¢ NAMUNA GHAR

Rangeen Women Home

e Building in construction with the
support from Ausssefern Frauenhaus,
Austria

* Not in operation yet
e For 10 suffering women

* Will be given home, fooding and other
vocational trainings

*  Will be employed to take care of oldage
and differently ables

* Will be employed in production of
vegetables and goods

Project on Progess

Time duration for completion: 1 year

Rangeen Differently-abled
Home

* Differentaly ables will be given home,
food, health facilities and care

* Not in operation yet

Rangeen Oldage Home

* Oldage people will be given home, food,
health facilities, care, etc.

* Not yet in operation



Juredt s Gfiefienr ot ‘heREer g | g
FLYTHT IS T TUTSTRT HA T Scrsred, SIS,
3TTeh, Uohel a7 T:T-T Wehl it Teteht Ueiienh
T | T BISSTA HIYeh! TN Jed it
TETSTERT FHeTHT TR ATATET Fhegy TS TTHaT 37fer
TR D |

Ui =X qfafaeh Sheer ST ThT BT A B1E,
HHTST o1 GRANETE Sigehd STcisl, JEJ4l, 3TH
a1 AfEeATeRT AT THSTRICTS WTERT T Wed T T oL
IR T8t STTIET AT AT 3tf At & | il
SehT 3Teh! IEIIAT SATHRAT TRHTHT Lol STHT-STTH-HT
HTEATE HAARIF T U, ST, TH/ FETAT 3T
IATET T Hieh gy ufy TREeT © | i aftaesT
e T YR T e HERIeT 3T AT STIEITHT HIROT

Ui T THE GEEIEERT AT Wed T Gew |
AfedT qTUT ATA=ATATS S TSI ATIETIH
i/ arfemad gee A | A7 S asmTiseRT
¥ FEE TGS —

2. T STeTe)
. Ui gfger =
3. O I S9HT 3TT&HRT ATHT 8T

EPRUICIEE-CE-ARCKY
T IR ATcAe<aTehl iFd seeme, ferereta,
arferd/ €a faerrg mfeafeden! Ye=umT TfF sTerer

AT T EHHHT T | TfiF X FoaTaT ST
Hee AUt shafeufeer geanT 1 It B | e
Tfi ST ¥ STcAer=aT &, Te ST el T
Torarmeram yrufiere i Areafaes deaw T Ugs |

i afeetr o), IR SUAT STEETHEEeRT AT &5 T
i ggger =X 9 fomior somr &9 | A GfF awee
T &5 3% UG SsrheraT Bicuent 3 |

- - T oy

=T Py L]

e T R
e _'.L_-."-_: e

I

10 Year celebrations Specia/ Issue | 111



old{oll &R

YL, SATEEET STAfeId AT =0 uTelt IO,
FEQRIAT T AeaTohlel i SiaaTdenl TRl feasd Th
fafere graer 8 | HF THT HEU-GREHT TIHT FI0T
TS STTTEhT AT S HATEAT ITh (Ss1os i) ¥ Tor,
Igt Futadefa el agreme fae | fmfor stremmT
Wb € IATSEr QUAT AT ST AUTelT TR Sieft
T forediar qafiuior voufs gl gaeenr ofger
TTafthe STATE T Foalel SRSl FHroTHaT 00%
are fangfiya meeht forl | et sl fammt T gt
UISFITMIE 3 WhYL FRATITshTeT T AT BRETs AT
T T FYUT ATHRLOT TiEehahl TorIT | A7 ufgere T
fanquorenT w32 HROT ToRT- HET A I T
EIETST T%IHT QAATOT TRUhT AT | AT o
e to Ufawa WmT " =t fEier wftwenr foRm,
afent QAT foh @ Feetientor (Qifefeg) forr | g
AT AT e glen At feh arareTieRT e
fepTed gamT asTT fuEr | R 3T af @s
gATETOT Tyt O o BT sEtud R et
T TEIohT ATEATET UTUehT ToRIT | EHe ST JuT-
faemme faftv= afdfequemtsesr, fafremeties
FEAT TRT 3faeTE T ATl dfeaHeaR JeRIER
™ Ases gof | fae edifas  fwme
Tafere argH, fademEe o3 TeyyE @asft/ fageft
Wik SMEWS g | TYAT SR qureft dwpfa €
TR Yheshta faf= amft 9f gesimT afeent
T | TERET SRgFRaTR] hohlE STYieh daT-
giaqerer foamae afs Fgr =i & afees | Tgar
I TSR G IexT Heh  SHUTIRUIATS
HYIET HTET T GHHHIUHT STk T3] & |

112 | sidicl ¢ NAMUNA GHAR

Namuna Ghar

The Namuna Ghar, located in Datattraya,
Bhaktapur is a special heritage that reminds
one of the glorious medieval art, architecture
and history of Nepal. This house was
dilapidated and deserted for so many years and
used as a chicken farm house in its later years.
From the period of restoration, the house was
found to be over 160 years old. This same old
and neglected house, after restoration using
traditional tools and techniques, bore its fruit
by receiving ‘Asia Pacific Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation-2004’, the glorious
award by UNESCO. But before receiving
this international fame and recognition, the
house was already named as ‘Namuna Ghar
i.e. Model House’ by Bhaktapur Municipality.
The only reason for Namuna Ghar to receive
such local as well as international honor
was that the house was restored fully in
back in traditional style, thereby converting
an ugly chicken farm house to a lovely
attractive traditional house. Only about 60
percent of this house needed completed new
construction and rest were only retrofitting.
The construction materials that could be
reused were carefully removed and used
again. It took only about a year and a half for
this restoration project. Quickly thereafter
within no time, the house earned such great
fame and glorifications which was really
not expected while the project was initiated.
Many distinguished news, TV journalists
have been visiting this house to share about
the history and present identity of this house.
Besides this, many distinguished national
international  guests, visitors,
have been frequently visiting
the house. Inside this house
are kept items that reflects the
Nepalese culture and traditions.
The fusion of traditional skills,
arts with necessary modern
= facilities in Namuna Ghar makes
I this house even more attractive.
The main reason for restoring
and promoting Namuna Ghar
like this is to motivate Nepalese
' people to love their already rich

- cultural heritages and preserve
| and promote them.
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Toni Hagen House

Toni Hagen—Greatloverof Nepalese Geography,
Nepalese art, culture and civilization, a foreigner
with his heart full of developmental concerns
for Nepal. The Toni Hagen house in Gachhen,
Bhaktapur was renovated and named as Toni
Hagen House commemorating the great love
and passion expressed by this great personality
for Nepalese culture. The Toni Hagen house too
has its own story related toheritage conservation.
Toni Hagen first came to Nepal in 1950s for his
geological research on Nepal. In 1960 he got
his book on Nepal published, named as ‘Nepal:
The Kingdom of Himalayas’. Page number 157
in this book, he has put a picture of a newly
cemented house of Gachhen,
Bhaktapur. This house was one
of the first concrete built house
of Bhaktapur discovered by Mr.
Hagen back then in 1950s. In the
book he has captioned its pictures
as, 'Concrete buildings in bad taste
have the effect of a blot on the
landscape of the picturesque old
squares of Bhaktapur'.And these
were the very words that propelled
Rabindra Puri into transforming
this ugly duckling into a beautiful
traditional building. Then, all of
a sudden, he developed this idea
of surprising Hagen, by reversing

the local common trend of felling

old houses and making new

concrete ones, by restoring that
same cemented building he talked
about in his book into the Nepali
traditional architectural glory.
The house was transformed and inaugurated in
August 19,2009.

The ground floor of this house runs ‘The
Heritage Gallery’ where in the display pieces of
Museum of Stolen Art until the completion of its
construction and other for sale art pieces related
to Nepalese art have been housed. The Not for
Sale items are the replicas of lost or stolen stone
images of Nepal and will be taken to Museum
of Stolen Art in Panauti in 2022.
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Basuki Ghar

Basuki Ghar showcases one of the best models
of Malla architecture. The beautiful stone belt
of Basuki Naag along with 12 Naagkanyas,
marvellous sa: jhyal, biman jhya, traditional

teliya bricks, wooden doors, stairs, marvellous
wooden ceilings and pillars give a top class
exotic experience of entering into the Malla
era, sure enough to leave a nostalgic imprint
to anyone’s heart. It took two years for 9
sculptors to carve them out to the present form.

Basuki Ghar is the first completed house
under the vision of Naaglok by Mr. Rabindra
Puri in 2018. He envisions every single house
around Naagpokhari of Bhaktapur to take
over a traditional medieval appearance as
that of Basuki Ghar. Those houses will be
named after various names of naag serpents,
like Ananta, Shesh, Karkotak, Takshak,
Padama, etc. Basuki ghar has taken the lead.
The conservation and renovation works for
historic central pond Nagpokhari too will be
carried out. RP Foundation plans to make
this Naagpokhari area an attractive and lively

touristic destination.
|
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RP Foundation is also trying to uplift the
general health situation as well as alternative
health system in Nepal. For which Center for
Alternative Teaching and Healing (CATH) is
estabilished. CATH is running Homeopathic
Clinic for more than 13 years, where patients
are treated in classical homeopathic method in
low cost. Likewise Bhaktapur Homoeopathic
Medical College was also established on 2008
which runs 3 years Homoeopathic Health
Assistant course affiliated by Council for
Technical Education and Vocational Training
(CTEVT).

The Clinic and College used to be supported
by European Homoeopaths andfrom 2014 is
running independently. Unfortunately due to
devastating earthquake in 2015 the college
didn’t get permission for new admission , so the
course is paused now. Similarly CATH is also
planning to conduct Ayurveda, Massage and
Midwifery clinics as well as training in near
future with the aim of education, employment
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and access to poor people in remote areas. There
main center will be for training the students and
referral center for the treatment.

CATH’s Aimis not only to produce the manpower
suffering from the problem of unemployment. So
it is also forwarding the concept of rural clinics
in which all (Four) treatment facilities will be
available for the patient which benefits both the
students produced as well as the poor people of
remote areas. After completing the course four
of the students from each faculty will be send
to each clinic. They will be serving the patients
according to need (treatment system) and they
will be paid by the CATH. CATH together with
community will create the Dirghayu Bhawn as
well as Management Committee for running
fluently. The minimum income which they earn
will go to the fund for buying the ambulance.
The patient which cannot be treated in those
rural clinics could be brought on the main center
for the further treatment through the ambulances
with minimum prices.
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Muscular dystrophy

Muscular dystrophy is a group of diseases that
cause progressive weakness and loss of muscle
mass. In muscular dystrophy, abnormal genes
(mutations) interfere with the production
of proteins needed to form healthy muscle.
Schulenfuer Nepal have been supporting
children with Muscular dystrophy through
RP Foundation. This foundation organizes
exhibitionsof the paintings made by the
children suffering from Muscular dystrophy.
The painting exhibition were even organized in
Heritage Gallery, Gachhen& in Germany too.
This foundation even funds for the trips for the
children annually. The trips were previously to
Pokhara, Janakpur, Lumbini etc. & this year to
the Bangkok.

Navadurga are nine manifestations of the
goddess Durga in Hinduism, especially
worshipped during the festival of Navratri

. where each of the nine manifested forms
are venerated respectively for each night.

Bhaktapur has got Navadurga as Nine living
Goddesses which is called NAVADURGA
GANA. RP Foundation has been supporting
for the Navadurga Gana as well as for their

| masks which has to be renewed every year.
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Devastating Earthqauke:2015

Gachhen

A powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck
Nepal on 25 April 2015. Several aftershocks
have occurred since, notably a 7.4 magnitude
aftershock on 12 May 2015, adding to the
woes of the already devastated people. This
was the worst earthquake in Nepal since 1934.
The earthquake and aftershocks have caused
heavy damage and numerous casualties in the
vulnerable and landslide-prone country. Out
of 75 districts, 30 are reported affected; most
heavily devastating the Kathmandu Valley
and the districts of Sindhupalchowk, Gorkha,
Dhading,Rasuwa,Nuwakot,Kavrepalanchowk,
Dolakha among others. The quake has inflicted
a huge loss, both humane and collateral. As of
PDNA report 8,790 lost their life 22,300 were
injured. Similarly 498,852 personal houses,
2,656 governmental buildings and the schools
with 19,000 classrooms were severly damaged.
Similarly 753 archaeological structures were
also damaged from 2015 earthquakes.

The ancient town of Bhaktapur too suffered a
heavy damage, both in terms of humane and
collateral. Most shockingly many of city’s
heritage sites as well as old houses from the
medieval period fell prey to the quakes. Many
old Newar settlements of the city were badly
hit including Gachhen, a picturesque settlement
rich in its architectural grandeur since many
centuries.

Few months after the great earthquake, the
rescue and relief works were coming to an
end, the reconstruction of the houses flattened
or wrecked by the quakes then remained a
mammoth task, which naturally demanded
huge money and labour. Unfortunately, many
householders were not economically capable to
rebuild their houses. They were in dire need of
helping hands, be it the State or others. To begin
restoration or reconstruction it is imperative to
dismantle the wreck houses with immediate
effect. And with this thought, the Gachhen
project was envisioned.

Foundation  for
responsibility of

Rabindra Puri (RP)
Conservation takes the

136 | eidlcl ¢ NAMUNA GHAR

demolishing the quake-hit houses in Gachhen.
The Foundation on 31 May 2015 submitted a
formal letter to District Administration Office
(DAO) Bhaktapur to garner the supports from
the government line agencies such as Bhaktapur
Municipality, Department of Archeology as well
as other stakeholders for its demolition initiative.
While responding to the Foundation’s plea, an
all agency meeting was summoned on 2 June
2015 by Mr. Anil Kumar Thakur, Chief District
Officer at his chamber in the DAO. The meeting
comprised of the CDO, Executive Officer of
Bhaktapur Municipality, Head of Archeology
Office in Bhaktapur, Chief of District Police
Office and representatives of major political
party unanimously vowed all possible supports
to the Foundation’s initiative by signing a
minute.

10 most important heritage houses of Gachhen
with beautiful traditional doors and windows
were chosen by RP Foundation for dismantling
with a hope that the safely dismantled heritage
items from those houses like the traditional
bricks, decorative struts, beams, decorative
doors and windows, all could be re used for
reconstruction of those houses. The Foundation
supported all the necessary expenses for this
project through itself and GIZ.

The demolition of those houses in Gachhen
had following objectives;

1. To help support the local inhabitants who
have been rendered homeless following
the great earthquake April 25th, 2015 and
its successive aftershocks, by providing
dismantling their wrecked houses.

2. To retain the ancient materials used in the
houses such as bricks, stones and wooden
objects most importantly the quintessential
sanjhya windows, struts and others.

By Mid August 2015 this project was successfully
completed. The re-usable heritage items of those
houses like bricks, wooden doors, windows and
other supportive materials were all handovered
to the respective house owners who were all
very grateful for this project.



Before

After
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Systematic Demolition of Affected Houses

N

More than 100 temporary shelters were made by More than 100 PAUL water filter were distributed
RP Foundation with help of Schulen for Nepal, by RP Foundation with support of Schuelerhilfe fuer
Schuelerhilfe fuer Nepal & Interhelp Germany in Nepal, Rotary Club of Guenzburg & Wiederaufbau
Kavre & Dhading Districts. Bhaktapur.
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Earthquake Relief

After this devastating earthquake, RP
Foundation was involved in providing
relief for victims by the second day of the
earthquake. Some of the major relief works
done by the foundation are mentioned below.

1. Safe Drinking Water

A.People were suffering from different
problems after the earthquake, The drinking
water supply was blocked and even the people
couldn’t enter their house. So RP Foundation
immediately started to provide safe drinking
water for earthquake victims as the water is
the main source of infection and to reduce
the risk of epidemic disease. RP foundation
distributed about 500 cases of Mineral water
as urgent relief and so many jars of water in
Bhaktapur and Panauti.

B. Water was becoming more polluted. So
with the joint collaboration of Rotary club
of Guenzburg, Germany & Schulerhilfe fur
Nepal, Germany we distributed Paul filter
(which filters all bacteria & debris) to different
schools and the community areas. More than
10,000 people are the direct beneficiaries.

2. Tarpaulins Distribution

Lots of people had lost their homes after the
earthquake. Victims have to sleep whole night
under open sky instead of heavy rain. So
RP Foundation started to distribute tarpaulins
on the second day and distributed to more than
500 household of Bhaktapur, Kavre, Dhading
and Sindhupalchowk district.
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3. Health Camps

Health camp after the catastrophic earthquake
was one of the major need in Nepal. So RP
Foundation started to treat victims in different
ways.

* RP Foundation started to treat the victims
free of cost in Bhaktapur Homeopathic
Clinic after 3rd day of the earthquake.
Especially patients with fear, shock were
treated.

* Homeopathic health camp had been
organized in Sakhu, Kathmandu where
almost 90% houses were collapsed with lots
of casualty. The service had been provided
to mainly focusing the stresses people due
to the earthquake and treated about 150
peoples.

» Rabindra Puri foundation for Conservation
together with Rotaract Club Of Phulbari
conducted eight days extensive Health
Camp after eqrthquake where medical team
from Germany served for 2013 patients
overall . The team was managed by German
Organisation Schulen fuer Nepal and
medical teams are from INTERHELP, mfs
Germany. The primary goal of our camp was
to provide surgical and medical help to the
casualties from the catastrophic earthquake
and we were successful in reaching the
people who were directly as well as
indirectly affected by the earthquake.




Beneficiaries of the Medical Camp

Date Details of Location Patient
5" May 2015 | Pushal, Dharmasthali 178
6™ May 2015 | Devidanda, Sindhupalchwok | 199
7™ May 2015 | Simle 230
8" May 2015 | Mangaltar m
9™ May 2015 | Sandi, Jyamdi 236
10™ May 2015 | Koshipari, Kavre 381
11" May 2015 | Devitar 303
12" May 2015 | Dapcha 150
13" May 2015 | Bhaktapur 225
Total 2013

4. Heritage Site Cleaning Campaign

Heritage sites in Nepal such as Kathmandu
Durbar Square, Patan Durbar Square,
Bhaktapur Durbar Squares and many more
sites were distracted along with the ancient
private property too. Only the effort of

government is not possible. So RP Foundation
in coordination with students from Nepal
Vocational Academy, Panauti and the local
community started to clear and clean heritage
sites in Bhaktapur and had cleaned so many
sites.

5. Transit Shelter

* Due to monsoon construction of permanent
houses is not possible so RP Foundation
focused on building temporary shelter
which can be constructed easily. RP
Foundation  supported for  building
temporary shelter in Phulbari Village of
Kavre district where 51 shelters were
built in coordination with Rotaract Club
of Phulbari, Schulen fuer Nepal and other
different partners. The shelters are made
from Corrugated Zinc plates (Zusta Pata),
Woods/Iron bar, bamboo, wires, nails and
other local materials. Similarly transit
shelters were constructed on Bhaktapur for
about 10 families in Bhaktapur with the
support from Schulen fuer Nepal.

e With the support from Schulerhilfe fuer
Nepal Germany 27 Transit Shelters along
with one community hall was Constructed
on Chatredeurali, Dhading. Likewise other
few family were supported for transit
shelters in Bhaktapur and Dapcha with
the support from Schulerhilfe fuer Nepal
Germany.

.
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Earthquake

Before
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Namuna Gaun (Model Village)

Rabindra has broken ground on a model village at the entrance
of Sanga, the northern entrance to Kathmandu, with partner
Fernando Palazuelo from Spain, who is reconstructiong the
old houses of ancient Spanish towns. The village is being built
on 54 ropanis of land on Saraswati Danda, a hill to the south of
Sanga. which lies 8.7 km away from Bhaktapur (Sallaghari)
& 15.5 km away from Tinkune (Kathmandu). On the way to
Ashapuri Mahadev, the village will rest far from pollution and
noise, The houses, built with the purpose of conserving the
heritage of the Malla era, will include traditional doors, yards,
and attics especially constructed for them. This beautiful
settement will join the latest in sophisticated, ecofriendly
technology for your comfort with icons of tradition like stone
taps, shelters, temples, and monasteries.

Annapurna to Gaurishankar mountains as well as the
Kathmandu Valley are clearly visible from the village. Since
there is a spring in the village, there will be no problem for
water it is only ten minutes away by walk from Sanga Chock.
Made of stones, mud, and bricks, the houses will be 2.5 stories
each, and will be based on 'load bearing' technology. Linseed
oil will be used to polish the traditional doors and windows
of these earthquake resistant houses. Instead of cement and
plaster, we will use a mixture of limestone and brick powder
for cnstruction.
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'Building on an exemplary idea'

Why did you choose preserving
and promoting heritages in
Nepal instead of settling with a
good job and all other privileges
in the abroad?

e First thing, I am not a person
who would search for another g
mother if my mother is injured.
I'd rather do whatever it takes
to heal my mother and make her
healthy. I was born in Nepal and £
it’s my motherland. I can never |
even think of settling anywhere
else. I’'m not going to abandon
Nepal, I'm going to dedicate
my life to making Nepal a better
and developed country.

Second thing, 20 years ago if
someone wanted to talk about
heritages or he wanted to work
on its preservation people
used to say “He is MAD, he is
INSANE.” At that time when I talked about it
nobody used to view me as a normal person,
either. But today after 20 years people are
aware about the importance of our national and
cultural heritage. And this is why it’s important
for me to not stop and to keep going ahead for
the sake of our heritage and the nation.

In the world, Nepal is known for its art,
culture, and seven world heritages. But,
for this matter what level of government
involvement or support have been received or
seen?

* Our country is known as the country of Mount
Everest, the birthplace of Gautam Buddha
in Lumbini, birthplace of Sita in Janakpur
and more. Nepal’s nature and culture are its
specialties. Compared to other countries Nepal
must must be ranked as within Top 10 or
Top 20 most beautiful countries in the whole
world. But sadly, the political scenario of our
country has been degraded by the money-
minded bureaucrats, who have taken money
as an indicator of being rich or poor but have
neglected to preserve the true wealth of our

nation, which 1is our
natural resources and
culture. The level
of  support  which
is needed from the
government has not
been received. Even
so there are also some
. officials/individuals
. who truly understand
the value and have
supported but
| unfortunately there
are many who pretend
to not understand the
values. This is one of
the burning reason that
8 we are lagging behind.

@' Would you want
to share something
! . ¢ about Rabindra
‘ } . Puri Foundation for
Conservation? About

its establishment and goals?

* | have been working for the conservation of

our national heritages for around 20 years.
Since the very beginning I have been trying
to find out how this heritage sector can also
produce a source of income. I knew that no
one would or will ever be able to keep going
so far without any income and even I have had
many opportunities to make income from this.
But yet, there are people who are never satisfied
no matter how much they earn. For me nearly
10 years ago I felt that I have earned enough to
meet my needs and I now want to donate 50%
of my property for the benefit of the nation,
especially for conservation of our heritages.
For that reason, I donated 50% of my property
for the establishment of the Rabindra Puri
Foundation for Conservation with the major
goal to conserve heritages. And beside this
our other activities are: conservation of nature,
use of solar energy, rainwater harvesting, and
construction of eco- friendly houses. We are
also always into social activities and works.
These are targeted for people who are suffering
and are in need.
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Looking at your future plans
and your current works
it seem to be very diverse.
Heritages to houses, schools to
public places holding national
identity you have kept hands
in all these. Don’t you feel like
you have been working just as
a one man army rather than
working in a group or a team?

* Our prime goal is conservation
of heritages. No matter if
we make houses, temples or
community schools we reflect
the traditional style, art and

My friends who studied

with me abroad and who

went abroad and settled
later, they appreciate
what I am doing here

and also they are

regretting for not trying

in Nepal. They often tell
me that they have lost

their lives.

kinds of changes or succeed
in these kinds of movements
alone. Neither me nor even any
other person alone. That’s why
we have also worked in groups
when the situation requires it.
And it would be a matter of great
good fortune if others could also
work at our speed and we could
accomplish conservation goals
together.

Thousands of youths are
leaving Nepal and going to
abroad saying that there is
no opportunities and scope in

architecture every way in

all our works. We have built

the community schools, our

Vocational Academy buildings and the recently
operated Children’s Home all in traditional
Nepali style, because we try to accomplish our
goals of preservation in all our works. I cannot
just close my eyes and walk away pretending
as if I don’t see when needy people come my
way. I have done all that I can for people in
need. Although it may seem that I am working
in too many diverse areas, please remember
that in all of my work, the goal is the same, to
preserve our national cultural heritage and our
natural resources. You have to understand that
people are also a national treasure and resource,
and when we help people get training, jobs and
income we are also helping the nation. Why
are we sending so many of our people abroad?
We are squandering our manpower, our human
resources, which is one of our most precious
natural resources. This perspective has helped
us understand the essence and importance of
vocational education, and the importance of
community schools.

Regarding working in a group or as a team, it
would be better, if it were possible, but others
have not being able to work at our speed. If we
chose to work in a team, the work done would
be really slow and late, which has made me feel
that it is better to work alone and fast rather
than in a group with nothing getting done. But
yet whenever it comes to any conservation
campaign everyone in this sector has united
in order to bring changes. And that’s how we
saved Singha Durbar from destruction and also
saved Bagdurbar. No one would ever bring these
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Nepal. How would you want
to tell or convince Nepalese
youths that there are enough

opportunities in Nepal?

* You can take me as a live example for this.

My friends who studied with me abroad
and who went abroad and settled later, they
appreciate what I am doing here and also they
are regretting for not trying in Nepal. They
often tell me that they have lost their lives.
They raised their children abroad. They are
in a situation where they can neither come
back to Nepal nor live happily abroad. Nepal
is full of opportunities; you just need to have
ability to find them and have enough courage
to go through every struggle that comes your
way. But unfortunately, Nepal still doesn’t
have a favorable environment for people who
want to do something here. The government
should work with intention to make a favorable
environment for jobs and work. It’s true that it’s
difficult but undoubtedly there are numerous
opportunities. We have had years of a large
percentage of our young people going abroad
for opportunities, especially to the Middle East,
but if we are able to give youths the necessary
vocational trainings and job opportunities, they
will not be forced to leave the nation. We are
very proud that we have been giving vocational
trainings and job opportunities to youths through
our Nepal Vocational Academy. If we had not
initiated the establishment of Nepal Vocational
Academy and given them opportunities, they
might also be somewhere in the Middle East
struggling right now. Our goal is to produce
1000 young skilled manpower every year wisio
will work and settle in Nepal.
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Manju Baha before and after
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In the remembrance of
Inger

Bhaktapur- Late King Tribhuvan often used
to visit Kolkata for both medical treatment
and recreation. While visiting Kolkata, King
Tribhuvan met a Russian businessman,
Boris Nikolyavich Lissanevitch, at the 300
Club, and they became friends. Boris and
his beautiful Danish wife Inger used to run a
distillery in Kolkata near the club where elites
used to gather.

As the couple wished to visit Nepal, in 1952
King Tribhuvan chartered an aircraft (Dakota)
for them. Though the couple came to Nepal
just for 10 days, they were attracted by
Nepal so much that later with the invitation
of King Tribhuvan they made Nepal their
home. At that time, 24 year old Inger had
two sons with her. And with the approval of
King Tribhuvan Boris established “The Royal
Hotel” (the building now houses the Election
Commission) and also opened a distillery. The
liquors were named Gaida, Bagh and Chutuwa
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(Rhino, Tiger and Leopard). But as the local
liquor producers reported and protested, Boris
was imprisoned for branding the liquors. Yet,
as Boris and Inger had a good relationship
with the Royal family and also as The Royal
Hotel turned out to be an attraction for the
tourists visiting Nepal, the couple were in
the limelight in Nepal. Tiger for Breakfast,
a book published in 1966, also includes the
fascinating story of Boris.

Boris passed away in 1985 while he was in
Kathmandu. But still Inger didn’t want to
leave Nepal. In the beginning, she stayed in a
house located in Thecho. Later after 2002 A.D
she became a guest of the Tony Hagen house
located nearby Dattatray in Bhaktapur, a house
given rebirth and promoted by Rabindra Puri.
Even the day before she took her last breath
on 4th Nov. 2013, at the age of 85 years, Inger
spent her time cherishing the moment and her
past with the foreign visitors.

Establishing an Inger Foundation was a dream
Inger cherished while she was in Nepal. She
even dreamt of building a Boris- Inger Resort
and Boris- Shanker gram. But, will all those
dreams be limited only to papers? In the last
11 years of her life, the creative and world-
renowned heritage conservationist Rabindra
Puri has been putting all his efforts into turn
Inger’s dreams into reality, no matter be it in

the smallest circle.
|
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RP Foundation and Schiilerhilfe fiir Nepal presents

Nepal Vocational Academy, Bhaktapur

HHHEH
*Iﬂi'lllt

Courses offered:
Carpenter
Plumbing
Electrician

Job guaranteed training in affiliation with CTEVT

: L& Nepal Vocational Academy, Bhaktapur
BRI Kamalbinayak-10, Bhaktapur, Ph: 01 6613197
> = Email: nepal.vocational@gmail.com
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